
Did You Know…..

The holidays have come and gone. If you are located in North America, you have months of cold, snow
and often dark and dreary days to get though. It's time for a little post-Christmas fun. I asked a number
of teachers who have contributed or been on the cover of  The Piano Bench Mag to answer 5 quick
questions. You know these teachers from their  posts on Facebook, their  blog posts, their  magazine
articles, their compositions. You know the musical side of who they are. But you probably did not
know these fun facts! I hope you have as much reading them as I did. How many will you get right?

Here's the list of participants. See how many you can match up correctly and after the quiz, read on to 
learn a few more fun facts about each participant.

Nick Ambrosino  Rami Bar-Niv  
Sara Campbell  Thornton Cline  
Gail Fischler  Jennifer Foxx 
Michael Katz  Daniel McFarlane  
Michelle Sisler Melanie Spanswick 
Leila Viss  

You can find the answers here.

1. My favorite composer is Aaron Copland. When it comes to animals, I'm both a dog and cat person.
Something people would be surprised to find out about me? I am a long time Amateur Radio Operator
and I have friends all over the world. Who am I?

2. My favorite composer is Samuel Barber. He had one foot in the romantic and post-romantic era and
one in the twentieth century, and his ability to interweave the musical language of said eras is really
appealing to me. I'm a cat person all the way! My likes are pretty well-known by all my friends, family
and students. Most of the gifts I get on birthdays/holidays are either music or cat related. You might be
surprised to know that aside from being a cat-yoga-recipe loving music teacher, I'm also a homebrewer.
My husband and I have been making beer together for almost ten years.  Who am I?

3. My favorite composer is George Gershwin. Am I a dog or cat person, let me just say this 'Meow'! A
surprising fact about me? Well, I've played Junior Pacman virtually every day for the last 15 years.
Assuming one game a day (silly), that's over 5,000 games. Hmmmm…. That surprised me!  Who am I?

4. My favorite composer? Whoever I'm playing at the moment but I always come back to Beethoven.
When it comes to animals, I'm definitely both a dog and cat person! We once had a tabby cat and a
cocker spaniel who engaged in a boxing match at exactly the same time every night. People would be
surprised to learn I'm a car nerd. There I said it.  Who am I?

5.  Who is my favorite composer? I don't have one, all great composers are my favorites. I'm a people's
person rather than a dog or cat person.  Something people would be surprised to learn about me?  I'm
really a nice person… (Ed. comment – I'd have to agree!)  Who am I?

6.  My favorite composer is Beethoven and I am a dog person. People would be surprised to know I've 



had 6 operations as part of my treatment for breast cancer. Who am I?

7.  I don't have a favorite composer as much as I am always inspired by people who score music for
films, especially Disney. I guess you could say I am an animal person. We have a dog (Einstein), a cat
(Emma) and a hamster (Mr. Wiskers). We used to have a fish named Gill, and when he died, we got
another named Gilligan (Gill again).  People would be surprised to know that if I wasn't teaching and
publishing,  I  always  thought  it  would  be  fun  to  choreograph  water  and  light  shows  for
Disneyland/Disney World.  Who am I?

8.  My favorite composer would have to be Beethoven. Dog or cat person, no question about it...dog,
dog, dog! People would be surprised to know that my household is “reversed” (as my then 6 year old
son stated). I love to cook and my wife loves to build things. Who am I?

9. My favorite composer? I'm not sure I have a “favorite” of anything, especially music as I love so
many! There is no way I would be able to narrow it down to just one composer. On the other hand, it's
easy to say I am a dog person. People would be surprised to know I used to do professional wedding
photography. I did it for about 5 years with my husband who was a videographer. Neither one of us has
any desire  to do it  anymore.  The wedding business can be pretty stressful.  I  also like to  box (for
exercise) and Zumba.  Who am I?

10. Because I play so much sacred music for my church job, I'll limit my choices of favorite composer
to that  genre.  Three come to mind:  James Koerts,  Heather  Sorenson and Bradley Sowash. I  don't
consider myself either a dog person or a cat person, but I like them both. Something people would be
surprised to know about me? I'm an avid fan of Coldplay.  Who am I?

11.  Favorite composer? It would have to be a tie between Brahms and J.S. Bach: Brahms because dark
and moody suit me well.  I channeled a lot of teenage angst into his pieces. Bach because you can
always find something new every time you play one of his pieces. When it comes to cats and dogs, I
am definitely a dog person!  I dislike being ignored :-p  Something people would be surprised to know
about  me is  that  I  represented Australia  in  athletics  and I  won a gold medal  at  the World Junior
Championships. Several records I set are still standing!  Who am I?

Answers:

1. Thornton Cline
2. Sara Campbell
3. Michael Katz
4. Gail Fischler
5. Rami Bar-Niv
6. Melanie Spanswick
7. Michelle Sisler
8. Nick Ambrosino
9. Jennifer Foxx
10. Leila Viss
11. Daniel McFarlane



  Nick Ambrosino
  Author  (Coffee  with  Ray and  Lessons with Matt),  columnist  (Notes  with  Nick),
learning specialist and speaker, you now know Nick also loves to cook! His favorite
piece to play is Days of Wine and Roses and when he has free time on the computer
you might find him on YouTube, Upworthy or BrendonBurchard.com. 

 
 Rami Bar-Niv
  Concert pianist, composer, author (The Art of Piano Fingering) and speaker, Rami
also holds 2 week long piano camps for adults each year (Rami's Rhapsody Piano
Camp for Adults). Rami's favorite piece is “the one (he) happens to be playing at the
moment.” Online, he enjoys visiting Facebook, Amazon/CreateSpace and YouTube. 

   Sara Campbell
  You can always find creative ideas on Sara's blog (SarasMusicStudio.com) and now
you know Sara loves cats, yoga and homebrew. She “absolutely love(s) playing Linus
and Lucy by Vince Guaraldi.”  She says  it  was  one of the first  pieces  she taught
herself after college, and she'll always remember how good it felt to conquer those
syncopations! In addition to reading various music blogs, she is a DIY and recipe-a-
holic who loves reading daily digests from SimplyRecipes.com SmittenKitchen.com,
and ValiantEfforts.com. 

 Thornton Cline 
  In  the  music  world,  Thornton  is  known  as  a  songwriter,  author  (Practice
Personalities and The Amazing Incredible Shrinking Piano to name two) and violin
and piano teacher. You now know him as an amateur radio operator too. His favorite
piece to play is Bach's Toccata and Fugue and if you were to peek over his shoulder
while  he  is  online,  you  might  find  him  on  Amazon.com,  Hotwire.com  or

Realclearpolitics.com.  

        Jennifer Foxx
 Jennifer  runs  the  very  popular  Music  Educator  Resources  blog
http://musiceducatorresources.com/ (formerly FPSResources).  When I asked Jennifer
what her favorite piece is to play she said, “Oh boy, another tough one. Since there is
no way to narrow it down to a favorite piece, I’m going to say, my favorite “style” to
play is what they call “New Age” but I’ve never really thought that was an appropriate
name for the style.” Jennifer spends much of her online time reading business websites
and such. She also subscribes to “a ton of blogs both piano and business related.” 

http://musiceducatorresources.com/


   Gail Fischler
   Gail is also known as the Piano Addict. When I asked Gail what her favorite piece to
play was she said,  “  I'm cheating  because  I  have 2!  First,  Liszt's  Waldesrauschen
(Forest Murmurs) This piece was a great surprise to me actually because I was totally
taught to focus on details and this piece is all about feel, sound and color. But, I was
completely bewitched once I learned to think about the forest not the trees (Literally!)
And Haydn's  C Major Sonata. I  love that Haydn makes me laugh out loud. When
online, Gail likes to visit  The Bulletproof Musician,  On An Overgrown Path,  Open
Culture and Practicing The Piano.                                 

  Michael Katz
  You probably know Michael best from his monthly column here on improvising and
the  creator  of  Freescaling.  Now you  also  know he's  a  Junior  Pacman  fanatic.  His
favorite  piece  to  play  is  Rhapsody  in  Blue and  3  sites  he  likes  to  visit  online?
PGATOUR.com, PeakProsperity.com and Pandora.com. Sounds like he has an interest
in golf too!

  Daniel McFarlane
  Best known for his music that can be found on his site Supersonics Piano, you now
know Daniel  is  also  a  tremendous  athlete!  His  favorite  piece  to  play?  Beethoven's
"Pathetique" Sonata”.  “It  was the first  "big" sonata I  learnt  as a student  and it  still
excites me!” exclaims Daniel. When he's not composing new pieces or working on his
website (or teaching), you might find him online on one of his favorite sites: Facebook:
because he loves keeping in touch with the people who use his music; Canva: because he
is  working  on  his graphic design  skills  at  the moment;  and  Internet  Music  Score

Library Project: because if it's in the public domain it's on this site!

   Michelle Sisler
   If you've ever taken part in MusicEdConnect, played with Whirligig games or any of the
other products found on Keys to Imagination, you've seen the work of Michelle. You also
now know she is a fan of Disney! Her favorite piece to play? Right now, Impressions on
Red by Kevin Olson. When she has  time to surf  the internet,  you might  find her on
Shutterfly.com, Mayoclinic.org (Symptom Checker) or… MusicEdConnect.com!

   Melanie Spanswick
   Composer, blogger, performer, teacher – these are some of the many hats Melanie
wears.  Her favorite piece to play? Why her own piano pieces of course, but especially
Digression (from  5  Digressions for  Piano).  Online,  she  frequents  YouTube,
bbc.co.uk/iplayer and DrWayneDyer.com.



  Leila Viss
  Blogger, presenter, author (The iPad Piano Studio), teacher...Leila is well known in the
online community of teachers. And now you know she's a big fan of Coldplay! Asked
about  her  favorite  piece to  play,  she answered her  arrangement  of  Hark the Herald
Angels Sing by Mannheim Steamroller.  Favorite websites to visit? Pinterest, Amazon
and Anthropologie.


